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Why It’s Great
to be a Lion—
in Our Own
Words

The Lives
of Lions  

Nita Siregar of Indonesia with her daughter



I began carving out my place in the world in my 20s. I was a husband, father,
sales manager, musician and artist. Those were my identities. I also engaged
in a variety of other hobbies and activities including serving as a Lion. Over
time, slowly but then suddenly, being a Lion was not something I did. It 
became who I was. I saw it as a calling, my way of contributing to society in
a powerful and highly effective way. My identity had become intertwined
with being a Lion.

In this issue we profile active Lions from around the world. We interviewed
these Lions, and we wrote down what they told us. For them, too, being a Lion
is far more than a diversion or pastime. It’s how they define themselves and
how they interact with their communities. Being a Lion is not merely a way
of giving back but also a way of life.

It’s fitting we focus on our identity as Lions as the New Year beckons. Iden-
tity is never a fixed thing. As filmmaker Steven Spielberg said, “All of us every
single year, we’re a different person. I don’t think we are the same person all
our lives.” So no matter where you are on the spectrum of Lions–fully en-
gaged, moderately active or disengaged–resolve to become more involved.
Based on my own experience, I can assure you that your life will be immensely
enriched. The best thing you can do for yourself is to serve others.

Joni and I wish you health and happiness this holiday season. We thank each
and every Lion for your service and look forward to a spectacular, service-
filled 2015.
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Who Am I? I’m a Lion



I grew up in Springe, a typical beautiful village in Germany. Once a
year the different clubs in town celebrated with a fair. Lions were
part of it. I was just a child, but I was very impressed to see the
prominent people of my town spending their valuable time trying to
help others. One year after the parade I went to the Lions booth. I

was so nervous my heart was beating aloud. I asked what I had
to do to join. They smiled at me and were nice but told me I

could not join. Years later I realized that there were only men
in my hometown club.

After I gave birth to my daughter my husband and I de-
cided to move to Switzerland, where I worked as an
IT contract manager. Life couldn’t have been any
better, and a friend asked me to join a Lions club.

Then I was badly hurt in a car accident. A woman
not concentrating crashed into my car. After that,
life changed dramatically. God had been look-
ing out for me, but it took a long time to heal. I

had to quit my job, which I loved. But I never lost
my positive thinking. We cannot change our past, but

we always have the choice to decide how to feel about what
happens to us.

I believe that when we give we get a lot back. My mother toughened me up
this way. She often asked me when I was a child, “What is wrong with this

sentence: I can not?” It is “not.” You can. You have to believe in yourself. 

I am not working as an IT contract manager any longer, but this also means
that I can live my other passion —art. I work as an artist. I do as much as I can
for the Lions club. I am very thankful for my life and want to help others that
are not as blessed as I am. Our club really does a lot to help others. Some are
handicapped and just need a wheelchair or money for therapy. We also support
other organizations. Recently we built a playground in a children’s home. I am
impressed by the spirit of people with disabilities even though their lives are not
easy. I love to help others, and this is why I love to be a part of the Lions.

—Jay Copp
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